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Mahmal we could see seated on the floor at a short dis-
tance, in a double row, about twenty-four men facing each
other, chanting praise of the prophet and reciting tradi-
tions about him. At a certain point they came to an end
of chanting; all hands went up to the breast, upraised, as
a sign of silent petition , . . Occasionally there came a
man who prayed with more than usual intentness and
seemed as if he could not tear himself away from the
Mahmal and others less devout would take his place,
content perhaps with a touch.

5. People from All Over Egypt Come to Visit and
Touch the Mahmal

"And why is this Mahmal, which in its material aspect
is just a camel palanquin, so intensely revered? To begin
its history at the end, there is no doubt that the reason
for this deep reverence is that the Mahmal goes to Mecca
every year exactly as a pilgrim goes, visits every spot
that the devout pilgrim visits. . . .

"I can never forget a scene near the Mahmal at Ab-
bassieh, where the Pilgrimage is eventually organized
for its actual start to Mecca. A number of poor women,
whose accent betrayed that their origin was that of Upper
Egypt, were sitting in a close group on the ground as
near to the Mahmal as possible, singing very sweetly
a song of the Pilgrimage. The Lord had denied them
the privilege of praying in Mecca, but they were not
left altogether desolate, for their eyes were rejoiced by
seeing the blessed Mahmal.

6. How Mafomal Was Originated

"The Mahmal dates from the 13th century, when the
first Mahmal was made by order of the Queen Shajartt-